MENINGITIS HELP CHARITABLE TRUST

CHARITY COMMISSION Registration Number 1090505

Meningitis Help is made up of people who care about the suffering caused by Meningitis; as such we were (and still are) concerned by the number of misdiagnosed patients that were being sent home from hospital A&E departments, being told they had the “flu” or a “cold” only to be re admitted later and finding they in fact had Meningitis and it had progressed to a dangerous level.

This is evident by the numerous amounts of children whose parents have been told to give them ‘calpol’ saying there’s nothing wrong, once again only to find they had Meningitis.

How often have you read in the news papers that a child has lost limbs to Meningitis or has gone deaf or blind, because it had been misdiagnosed?   Far too often. 

MENINGITIS
WOULD YOU LIKE TO HELP?

THERE HAS BEEN A MAJOR BREAKTHROUGH IN THE FIGHT AGAINST THIS LIFE THREATENING AND CRIPPLING DISEASE.

Microbiologist’s Professor Terry Coakley and Dr Mike Sobanski from the University of Wales in Cardiff have been able to develop a piece of equipment called an Immunosonic.  This machine works on a breakthrough in ultrasound technology.

Up until now if a child or adult was suspected of having Meningitis, in most cases they would have to undergo the trauma of having a lumber punch (spinal injection to draw off spinal fluid), then a culture would be made from that fluid.

  This can take up to 48 hours.

With Meningitis time is of the uppermost importance, so a few hours delay can mean the difference between life and death.

The Immunosonic can diagnose all forms of Meningitis and Septicaemia from a simple blood sample without the need for a lumber punch in 30 MINUTES.

IT IS OUR AIM TO PURCHASE AND DONATE AS MANY OF THESE LIFE SAVING MACHINES AS WE POSSIBLY CAN TO OUR LOCAL NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE HOSPITAL MICROBIOLOGICAL DEPARTMENTS.


This is only part of the work the Charity has undertaken; we do what our name suggests we help the sufferers of Meningitis.

One of our cases is Little Ellie May who lost both her arms and legs to Meningitis Meningococcal Septicaemia (Meningitis Type B) when she was only 15 months old.

We have helped and supported Ellie and her parents through the ordeal of hospital appointments, having prosthetic limbs fitted, learning to walk and how to hold things.   This work is very much on going because as Ellie grows the limbs have to be changed, and so on and so on.
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This is the Brain Monitor Meningitis Help donated to Queen Mary’s Hospital Paediatric Department, Sidcup. Kent.

We have also donated Immunosonic Machines to Hospitals all over the country, with more donations going on as funds become available.

 HOSPITALS WITH IMMUNOSONIC MACHINES.

Addenbrooke Hospital, Cambridge.

Basildon Hospital, Essex.

Burnley General Hospital, Lancashire.

Dumfries and Galloway Hospital, Scotland.

Great Ormond Street Children’s Hospital. London.

Harold Wood Hospital, Romford, Essex.

Milton Keynes Hospital.

Neville Hall Hospital, Monmouthshire, Wales.

Poole Hospital, Dorset.

Princess Margaret Hospital, Swindon, Wiltshire.

Princess Royal Infirmary, Hull.

Queens Park Hospital, Blackburn, Lancashire.

Royal Manchester Children’s Hospital.

Salisbury District Hospital, Wiltshire.

St Mary's Hospital, Paddington, London.

Southampton General Hospital.

Southend Hospital, Essex.

Thameside General Hospital, Ashton-Under-Lyme.

West Cumberland Hospital, Cumbria.

West Suffolk Hospital, Suffolk.

William Harvey Hospital, Ashford, Kent. 

